KEY NOTTE ADDRESS BY HONOURABLE DR. SHEKOU M. SESAY
MINISTER OF PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS AND EITI CHAMPION AT THE PUBLIC FORUM ON EITI

FREETOWN, SIERRA LEONE, SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 23RD, 2006.

Mr. Chairman, (fellow ministers of state,) the Hon. Chair of the Parliamentary Committee on Mines, representatives of our development partners – DFID, USAID, the World Bank, representatives of Mining companies gathered here , our guest from Ghana and Nigeria distinguished ladies and gentlemen.

It gives me great pleasure to address this morning’s gathering, not the least because it presents an opportunity to share with all stakeholders in the Extractive sector in Sierra Leone and with all Sierra Leoneans, the commitment of the Government of Sierra Leone in respect of the Extractive Industry Transparency Initiative.

The Government of Sierra Leone embraces the EITI and supports its objectives. It subscribes to the internationally accepted view that only a just transparent and accountable management of a country’s natural resources has the potential of realizing the maximum benefits of the extractives sector for the government and its people. To this end, the government of Sierra Leone is committed to working with all stakeholders, including Civil Society, Mining Companies, Revenue collection agencies, and traditional authorities, in line with internationally established principles and criteria of EITI in moving this commitment forward. 

The Government recognizes that EITI is fast becoming the standard measure of transparency and accountable governance in mineral and oil- dependent countries of the developing world. In embracing EITI, Sierra Leone joins Mauritania, Gabon, Guinea, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Azerbaijan, the republic of Congo and over 20 other countries across the world which acceded to, and now implementing the EITI.

But joining the EITI is not just about becoming part of a global ‘Club’, it is about Sierra Leone capitalizing on the benefits of greater transparency in revenue collection and disbursements. It is about creating space for the participation of the citizenry in playing its watch – dog role and ensuring that the benefits of mining are equitably distributed. This is one way of curtailing the social tensions that the extractives sector visits on communities.

It is therefore incumbent on government to show that it is responsible manager of our resources, and companies to demonstrate that they are responsible stewards of the country’s natural resources – and that an equitable share of what comes out of the ground is paid back to the nation inn the form of development.

EITI will help to expose and plug revenue leaks which eventually lead to loss of scares resources required for national development.
EITI is about clear, and easy to understand information on payments, receipts, and disbursement of extractive sector revenue.

Transparency and EITI in particular is increasingly becoming a benchmark for many donor – supported programmes. Aid or development assistance is provided on the understanding that a country is managing its own resources well. We in Sierra Leone believe that resorting to such benchmark is essentially the product of habit, entrenched in the development psyche.

Research has shown that countries with a high level of fiscal transparency tend to receive more investment and that when they themselves invest, can access cheaper finance than countries with low level of transparency.
As a responsible government, we have embraced the EITI out of our conviction that it is good for Sierra Leone.

In pledging our commitment to the EITI, we remain conscious of the fact that its implementation comes with its own challenges – it will require consideration of some complicated issues, for example, contract, confidentiality, the need for new regulation framework data, and legislation; establishment of modalities for gathering the required data; and building capacity in government and civil society to be able to competently engage in the process and use the information produced.

As I indicated in my opening remarks, government has demonstrated its support of, and commitment to the EITI by appointing an EITI Champion to work across all the relevant MDAs, to promote and ensure the development and speedy implementation of an EITI programme.

As a further demonstration of our commitment, the Minister of Presidential Affairs in consultation with representatives of the Ministry of Mines, Ministry of Local Government, the Anti-Corruption Commission, the National Advocacy Coalition on Extractives (NACE) including other Civil Societies Organisations and Representatives of mining companies at a workshop on EITI organized with support from Christian Aid and DFID discussed with great deal on a formulae and time table for the constitution of a multi-stakeholder National Steering Committee, critical to moving the process forward in Sierra Leone

The National Steering Committee could comprise of:

1. Minister for Presidential Affairs-Chair

2. A representative of the Ministry of Mines

3. A representative of the Ministry of Finance

4. A representative of the National Revenue Authority

5. A representative of  the Ministry of Local Government
6. A representative of the Council of Chiefs

7. A representatives of ACC

8. 3 representative from Civil Society

9. A representative of Mining companies

10. A representative of alluvial miners (small – scale miners) 

11. A representative of the Media

12. A Representative of the Legislator

13. A representative of the Audit Department.

The identified stakeholders would be appropriately and shall be required to submit their nominated representative to my Ministry by Friday, September 29th 2006.

My Ministry intends to organized the inaugural meeting of the national Steering Committee to deliberate on a draft terms of reference and on the next critical steps before the global conference on EITI in OSLO scheduled for 15th – 17th  October, 2006.

While we take these initial but critical steps, towards the implementation of the EITI in Sierra Leone, we shall continue to count on the cooperation and support of our development partner, especially DFID and the World Bank, especially in the area of capacity building and Sierra Leone programme.
I thank for your attention.

CIVIL SOCIETY COMMUNIQUE ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF EITI IN SIERRA LEONE.
ADOPTED AT A NATIONAL PULIC FORUM ON EITI IN FREETOWN, ON SATURDAY, 23RD SEPTEMBET 20060

We, representatives of citizens groups in Sierra Leone, organized under the  banner of the National Advocacy coalition on Extractives (NACE), meeting at a public forum organized at our instance, in collaboration with Christian Aid and DFID, on September 23,2006 at Hotel Cabenda, Freetown;
Having listened to presentations on the role of mining in national development on the Extractives Industry Transparency Initiatives (EITI)

Having had the opportunity to seek clarifications and discuss the EITI concept and how it can work for us.

Noting that far too often have we been taken for granted in policy formulation and decisions affecting us.

That we are most immediately affected by mining, and that several of our generations to come will unfortunately have to live with the destruction that mining has visited on us for many years,

That the only way to ensure that we are not short-changed in the distribution and utilization of mining revenues, is to involve us the communities in the governance processes in the extractive sector,

Declare as follows

That the EITI concept is a laudable idea, which if implemented to the spirit and letter will ensure prudent management of the dividends from mining and go a long way to alleviate extreme poverty among our people;

That it has the potential of facilitating the peoples’ involvement in development process in our communities;

That we heartily welcome the government’s endorsement of the EITI concept and its commitment to its implementation, demonstrated in its appointment of an EITI Champion in no less a person than the Hon. Minister of Presidential Affairs, Dr. Shekou Sesay, who as a further demonstration of government’s commitment, and in line with the principles and criteria of the EITI, has engaged the relevant stakeholders to agree on the formulae and modalities for setting up a multi – stakeholder National Steering Committee to facilitate and coordinate the EITI implementation Programme in Sierra Leone;
While we pledge our support to the government as it takes initial but critical steps towards the implementation of the EITI in Sierra Leone, we urge the mining companies, traditional authorities, and all citizens of Sierra Leone to demonstrate unwavering support to the initiative.

We also urge the government of Sierra Leone to work closely with other governments in the sub-region in an effort to learn from their experiences. And to build a common West African framework for EITI implementation in the sub-region.

Signed,

NACE.

